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PRESTON RIVER TO OCEAN REGIONAL PARK — MINIMUM-SECURITY PRISONERS 

Grievance 

MR D.T. PUNCH (Bunbury) [9.50 pm]: I thank the Minister for Corrective Services for taking my grievance 
this morning. My grievance concerns the opportunity to use low-risk prisoners for important community projects 
in my electorate, particularly given the budgetary circumstances of the government and the opportunity to make 
sure community programs proceed. The one I particularly have in mind is the proposed Preston River to ocean 
regional park. This is 893 hectares of really good bushland with an enormous number of species—600 species of 
flora, 180 individual species of fauna—and it stretches from the east near Bunbury Regional Airport through to 
The Maidens on the ocean at the west. It provides a complete unique strip of bushland that separates Dalyellup, 
a community of around 9 000 people, and the greater Bunbury area, which is rapidly approaching a population of 
70 000, so it is an important piece of bushland. I particularly know about The Maidens, because I joined the 
Minister for Environment earlier this year and climbed them. As I was climbing and the heart rate was going up, 
because it is quite a steep sandy climb, I thought we had finally got to the top and I turned around to look at the 
view and there was another 100 metres of steep climb ahead of us. So, I certainly have a lot of sympathy for 
investment in hospitals, because I was well on my way to my coronary as I was going up there! Of course, the 
Minister for Environment is as fit as a fiddle and he almost raced to the top. The view from the top is absolutely 
magnificent and it is a great asset not only for the people of greater Bunbury, but also the people of the south west. It 
is incredibly significant to the local Noongar community, because it has enormous connection with the land itself. 
There are significant cultural traditions about how the land was formed as well as the flora and fauna in this space. 

The land was originally proposed to be set aside for permanent preservation by Dr Bernard Bischoff in early 1976, 
and eventually a bush corridor called “Preston River to ocean” was proposed in 1983. There have been a number 
of developments since then. The Lawrence Labor government provided in-principle agreement to establish this 
area as a regional park in 1992. There was a change of government, but there was success in having a park listed 
in the greater Bunbury strategic plan. In 2008, a draft plan was put up for public comment by the Labor minister, 
Alannah MacTiernan, and then in 2011, former Premier Hon Colin Barnett announced the Preston River to ocean 
regional park establishment plan, and it would have been the first regional park in the south west, but surprise, 
there were no funds provided for its management. In 2013, some federal funding was received for four years to 
manage the park. We have this prime piece of bushland that is starved of funds for effective management of the 
park and it is now suffering from immense weed infestation. There are arum lily creeping in, cape tulips, eastern 
states wattles, pampas grass, cottonbush, lots and lots of wild oats, freesias and a weed that I had not heard of 
before called pretty Betsy. The firm risk associated with this prime asset, which could be the equivalent of the 
Whiteman Park of the south west, is the lack of ability to undertake some basic work on weed control. This would 
seem to be a prime opportunity to use prisoners who are low risk to the community to be involved in constructive 
action to preserve a prime asset for the future. 

I mentioned that this park sits between Dalyellup and greater Bunbury. It is in a very, very strategic location. The 
total population of the south west as a whole is around 180 000, but in this particular area, which is becoming 
highly urbanised, it is around 90 000, and the area suffers from a lack of good quality recreational space. In the 
future there is a great opportunity to use this park for cycling, walking, tourism and nature-based interpretation, as 
well as the preservation of important environmental values and, importantly, preservation of areas of land that are 
of extraordinary significance to the local Noongar people. I can see the opportunity for work parties to work with 
the South West Catchments Council, as a major environmental body in the region, and Dr Bernard Bischoff, who 
has extraordinary knowledge of the asset and its flora and fauna make-up, on a structured plan to keep the weeds 
under control and clean up as many of them as possible pending the completion of our planning for the regional 
park itself and funding in the forward estimates to undertake ongoing management of the park in an appropriate 
way. I would see this very much as an interim step to manage an area of land that is a prime asset for the region 
and Bunbury, and that would engage prisoners, from the Bunbury Regional Prison potentially, in constructive and 
meaningful work and engagement with a community asset. 

There is always an opportunity to extol the virtues of life in Bunbury and Dalyellup. They are prime areas to live 
in. They have a growing population and when the Department of Regional Development undertook surveys on 
living in the regions, people in the metropolitan area overwhelmingly gave the south west and the Bunbury area 
a tick of support in terms of opportunities to live there. It is beholden on all governments to make sure we make 
prime use of that asset, enhance the qualities of the area and ensure that those unique recreational values are 
preserved into the future. I ask the minister to undertake whatever work can be done to encourage the department 
to enable prisoners to work in a constructive manner and preserve the values of this very important park and engage 
with the South West Catchments Council and Dr Bernard Bischoff in an appropriate response to the area. I am 
sure this would be an absolutely fantastic outcome for the local community. The ability to use prisoners on some 
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sort of work-release program would achieve enormous respect and it would enable the community, the prison and 
the prisoners themselves to get a clear benefit. 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Corrective Services) [9.56 am]: I thank the member for Bunbury 
for bringing this matter to my attention. I first of all congratulate the member for Bunbury for once again showing 
that he really is the prince of the south west. He really, really knows his stuff. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is not surprising that the member for Bunbury got a majority of over 21 per cent in this 
election. It is not surprising, because he knows his stuff and he knows what is needed. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Mr Acting Speaker, are you going to bring these people to call? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Put that lightbulb back in your mouth! 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Point of order, Mr Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): Minister, I ask you to withdraw that remark. 

Mr F.M. Logan: No, not that one. That is not a comment I would withdraw. It is just a comment. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, I will ask you to — 

Mr F.M. Logan: Tone it down. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I ask you to withdraw. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, grievances are heard in silence. Member for Dawesville, you were heard in 
silence, please return the respect. 

Grievance Resumed 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The member for Bunbury — 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: You did ask the minister to withdraw, Mr Acting Speaker, and he has not withdrawn. 
I want you to make the member withdraw that statement. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. The matter has been resolved. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I find that remark offensive. I find it degrading and I find it racist, and I want the minister 
to withdraw that remark. Stop being a racist, stop making that remark. That is a racist remark. I find it very racist 
and inappropriate in this Parliament to refer to another member like that. I find that racist. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, please. Thank you very much. The comment has been withdrawn. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: No, it has not. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The comment has been dealt with as well, member. I ask that the minister please stick 
to the comments raised in the grievance and members please do not interrupt. Grievances will be heard in silence. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Point of order, Mr Acting Speaker. You asked the member to withdraw the remark. He 
has not withdrawn that remark. I find it racist. I find it offensive. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, please sit down. Please sit down or I will call you to order. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I find it very offensive and racist. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: Ask him to withdraw. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I am on my feet. I asked you to please sit down. I called you to order for the 
first time. The comment has been dealt with. It is not appropriate for this place. Minister, please respond, and keep 
to the grievance, thank you. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Point of order, Mr Acting Speaker. Can you please explain to me how the comment has 
been dealt with? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: You asked him to withdraw. Please explain. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, are you querying my decision? 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I am just asking how it was dealt with. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members. The comment has been dealt with. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: How? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I have called you to order for the first time. We need to move on from this. 
The comment has been dealt with. Thank you. Minister. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Point of order, Mr Acting Speaker. I find that comment offensive. I want the member to 
withdraw that comment. I find it racist and offensive when he refers to me like that. Please explain why you do that? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I am on my feet. The matter has been dealt with. I have already called you 
to order for the first time for this. We are going to move on. What I will ask is that this be dealt with by the Speaker 
in a moment, but otherwise, minister, please continue. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Point of order, Mr Acting Speaker. I clearly remember you standing on your feet asking 
the member to withdraw. You were standing on your feet waiting for him to withdraw, and he has not withdrawn 
the comment. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, it is not a point of order. I have dealt with the comment. What I ask is that 
we will, in a moment — 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Has he withdrawn it? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member! In a moment, we can sit down outside and resolve this ourselves. The 
grievance needs to continue. It has been dealt with; I have made that ruling. If you continue to call points of order 
on this, I will continue to call you to order. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Point of order, Mr Acting Speaker. You were on your feet, Mr Acting Speaker. You asked 
the member to withdraw. He did nothing. I just want to know why he is able to ignore your request; why he is able 
to make racist remarks about me here in the Parliament. Treating another member in that way is very offensive. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I call you to order for the second time. The matter has been dealt with, again. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Can you explain to me how? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: If you continue, you will continue to be called to order. I am also conscious that there 
will be a change of Chair at this time as well. Minister. 
[Ms J.M. Freeman took the chair.] 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I think the indication from the previous speaker, 
Madam Acting Speaker, was that grievances should be heard in silence. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Madam Acting Speaker, I just wanted to get clarification on the request for the racist 
member for Cockburn to withdraw the remark he made, and why he has not withdrawn that remark. I find it very 
offensive, what he said. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Member for Carine, take a seat for a second. Calling someone 
a racist is unparliamentary. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Well, what did he call me? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I am on my feet. Calling someone a racist has in other jurisdictions—
New South Wales and Victoria—been found to be unparliamentary. Saying someone has done something that has 
racism involved in it is one thing, but calling someone a racist is unparliamentary. I just caution you on that. I am 
not going to do anything further than that. I was not in the chair, but as I understand — 
Mr A. Krsticevic: He was asked to withdraw. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Yes, yes; I am on my feet; okay? 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Sorry. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I understand that you are very passionate about this. What may then occur is that 
I understand what you are saying — 
Mr A. Krsticevic: It is not the first time he has done this, either. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I am not going to throw you out on this. I am not going to give you the 
capacity to go out and say that you were thrown out of the Parliament. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: I do not want to be thrown out; I want him to withdraw. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Yes, I understand that, member. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: I just want him to withdraw; nothing else. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Okay; I am going to give the chair to the Speaker, because that is the appropriate thing 
at this point in time. I understand that the member may have withdrawn it already. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: He hasn’t withdrawn it. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: You do not keep speaking to the Acting Speaker. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Sorry. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I understand your concern. Just take into account that your language is probably very 
unparliamentary, if it is based on what has been before the Parliaments of Victoria and New South Wales. 
[The Speaker took the chair.] 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Mr Speaker, point of order. I found the remarks very offensive. 
The SPEAKER: Member, can you just sit down for a moment, please. When the Acting Speaker is on her feet, 
you do not talk. It is a point of order. She could have quite easily thrown you out. I understand that you are upset, 
but we have the protocols of Parliament that we have to stand by, and you know that very well. Your point of 
order, member? 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: My point of order is that the member for Cockburn made a very offensive remark, and 
I took serious offence to that. It is not the first time he has done it; he has done it on many occasions. He should 
be ashamed of himself. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Get over it. 

The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the first time, minister. You hear a point of order in silence. You can do 
your point of order. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The Acting Speaker stood up and asked him to withdraw. He 
ignored the request of the Acting Speaker. He was asked to withdraw. That would have been the end of the matter 
had he withdrawn. He refused to withdraw. He knew I was seriously offended by what he said. It is not that hard 
to withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: It is not a speech, member. I take your point of order. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: On the point of order, Mr Speaker, I indicated to that member over there—he is right; I have 
said it to him before. I have talked about him in relation to Uncle Fester from The Addams Family. There is nothing 
racist about that. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: Yes it is. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No, it is not. There is nothing racist about that. If the member cannot take a bit of ribbing — 

The SPEAKER: You are putting a point of order. It is not a speech. What is your point of order? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Mr Speaker, I take offence at being called a racist when I am referring—the language being 
used by the member — 

The SPEAKER: Member, when you do a point of order, it is not a speech. I have got your point, but I want you 
to withdraw your comment. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I will withdraw that comment, Mr Speaker, and I will ask — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, apparently you called the member a racist; is that correct? 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I said that he made racist remarks that I found offensive. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Members, just have a look up the top there. We have young schoolchildren here today in the 
public gallery, watching the way you are behaving. Member, if you made that remark, will you withdraw it, please? 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I withdraw that. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Mr Speaker, when the member for Mirrabooka was Acting Speaker—I am referring to 
standing order 92—she made an imputation that the member was trying to get called three times and thrown out 
on this issue to make it as if it were — 

The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: It was an imputation on the member’s motives. 

The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. Where are we? What is happening? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: We are dealing with a grievance from the member for Bunbury. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Grievance Resumed 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As indicated by previous speakers, grievances are meant to be heard 
in silence, so I will continue from where I was about the member for Bunbury. The member for Bunbury knows 
his electorate very well. It is a reflection of his election and his standing in the community that he is able to come 
into this house with great foresight to call for the establishment of the Preston River to ocean regional park as one 
of his key objectives for the area of greater Bunbury. He outlined that objective very well. He identified the need 
for the park for the people of Bunbury and the greater south west, and the history of calls for the creation of the 
park. He identified that the park would have not only significant environmental benefits, but also tourism benefits. 
That is a great reflection of the member’s approach to his work for the people of Bunbury, and I congratulate him for 
that. Section 95 prisoners are identified as very low risk, low security prisoners. Section 95 of the Prisons Act 1981 
provides that superintendents of various prisons and work camps, with the support of the head office of the 
Department of Justice, may allow prisoners who meet strict security criteria the opportunity to work in the 
community. Most section 95 prisoners come out of work camps across the prison estate. We have five camps in 
Western Australia: Dowerin work camp, Roebourne work camp, Walpole work camp, Warburton work camp and 
Wyndham work camp. When I took over as the Minister for Corrective Services, I found that Warburton work 
camp, which was built at a cost of $14 million, was closed; it had no prisoners whatsoever. When I went to 
Wyndham work camp, I found five lonely prisoners in a work camp that has a capacity for 40 prisoners. The 
prisoners were longing to talk to somebody else. I think they were sick to death of talking to each other and looking 
for more prisoners to be put into that work camp. Similarly, very few people were placed into Roebourne work 
camp, even though it is right outside the front door of Roebourne Regional Prison. I immediately changed that 
because we cannot have state government assets sitting there empty, particularly when we have crowded prisons. 
I asked that those work camps be filled as quickly as possible. The member for Pilbara knows that. He went to 
Roebourne work camp with me recently. I am pleased to see that, as of today, the utilisation of work camps is 
100 per cent at Dowerin; 76 per cent at Roebourne; 91.7 per cent at Walpole; 37.5 per cent at Warburton because 
of the nature of the work camp, but we will continue to fill that up; and 60 per cent at Wyndham, which was nearly 
full over the last few years. We are changing the nature of the prison estate and maximising its utilisation.  
Section 95 prisoners mainly come from those work camp facilities. I have been to all those work camps, except 
for Dowerin, and seen the type of work that prisoners do. Section 95 prisoners are also released from places like 
Broome Regional Prison, the Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison and Bunbury Regional Prison. I inform the 
member for Bunbury that after it was indicated to me that this grievance would be made, I raised the issue about 
the use of section 95 prisons from Bunbury on the Preston River to ocean regional park proposal, particularly the 
use of prisoners for weed clearance. They were enthusiastic about it. Ms Kerry Bishop, the superintendent of 
Bunbury—I know the member for Bunbury knows her very well—is a very innovative and progressive 
superintendent in our prison system, someone whom I look up to greatly. She is doing a fantastic job in Bunbury. 
I know that she will support a project like this. If the member writes to me, I assure him that the department will 
look at this with great favour and work through the proposal with Ms Kerry Bishop from Bunbury prison to ensure 
that we have section 95 prisoners in that park removing weeds and making it a great asset for the south west. 
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